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Islam

Islam expressly forbids any sexual activity outside of marriage. Sex is a gift of Allah and needs to be
controlled. ‘Do not go anywhere near adultery: it is an outrage and an evil path.” Quran 17:32, etc.
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‘Abuse of the environment is impossible to stop.’

Evaluate this statement.

In your answer you:

should give reasoned arguments in support of this statement
should give reasoned arguments to support a different point of view
should refer to religious arguments

may refer to non-religious arguments

should reach a justified conclusion.
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Arguments in support

There are so many people in the world the environment is certain to be abused, damaged or
destroyed. There is great demand on resources like oil, wood, minerals, etc.

People abuse the environment to survive eg need for wood and energy for cooking.

Modern lifestyles and technology demand resources. Use of fossil fuels causes pollution. CFCs
in fridges are destroying the ozone layer. Carbon emissions from vehicles, power stations and
factories are causing climate change (the greenhouse effect) and acid rain, etc.

It is impossible to turn the clock back once it has started to happen.

There are increasing amounts of waste are being created by a throwaway society. People are
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demanding more and more — the Earth cannot cope: forests are being destroyed, plastic and
non-biodegradable materials are causing pollution and pesticides are getting into the food chain.

People are more concerned with practising dominion than stopping abuse of the environment,
etc.




image9.png
Arguments in support of other views

People should be concerned about future generations and encourage sustainable development.
Harm the planet and it affects us all so it should be an important priority to stop abuse eg.
reduce, recycle, reuse.

Take action to prevent animal habitats being destroyed and species becoming extinct.
Religions teach to be good stewards and to look after mother earth. Humans have been given
responsibility to care for the world for God and should live sustainably.

Earth summits show that things can be done, etc.

Education changes the way people behave.

More efforts by more people makes more difference.

We can pass laws to protect the environment and punish transgressors.

Campaigns have been effective in the past so will be in the future, eg. reintroducing species /
ant plastic.
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Christianity

‘The earth is the Lord's, and everything in it' Psalm 24:1 / trustees and so will be answerable to God
/ ideas of stewardship and dominion — Genesis 1:28 / only tenants of the world — Leviticus 25:23 /
the Assisi and Ohito meetings and Earth Summits / must face God on Judgement Day / nothing
more important that seeking God — Matthew 6:33 / Pope John Paul Il has said that people are
responsible for the future of the planet, etc.
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Islam

The Qur'an teaches that the world is green and beautiful and Allah has appointed people as his
stewards / the world has been created as a place of worship / people are trustees or khalifahs and
answerable to God as people are tenants of the world/’do not seek from it more than you need’ —
Hadith / have a duty to pass on to those who come after them a world fit to live in / most important to
follow the Five Pillars eg pray five times a day, fast during Ramadan and serve and worship Allah,
etc.
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‘War is the best way to solve problems between countries.’
Evaluate this statement.

In your answer you:

« should give reasoned arguments in support of this statement
should give reasoned arguments to support a different point of view
should refer to religious arguments

may refer to non-religious arguments

should reach a justified conclusion.
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Arguments in support

War can be the lesser of two evils: It can be justified if its purpose is to stop atrocities and may
be a reason to go to war to solve problems between countries.

It is the best way if it is sanctioned by God, eg Holy War.

It is if you are abiding by rules of Just / Holy War.

It might be the only war a particular country (leader) might respond / listen to international
pressure.

War can be quicker than diplomacy.
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Arguments in support of other views

e There are many other methods of resolving conflicts eg. negotiations, through UN, through
sanctions or use of peace keeping forces.

e War ignores the sanctity of life by taking lives and ruining others. War creates refugees and
brings terrible destruction.

e There has to be a better way of resolving problems between countries that doesn’t cause so
much destruction and harm.

e \War wastes a country’s resources etc.




image15.png
Christianity

Matthew 5:9: ‘Happy are those who work for peace.’ / Matthew 5:44: ‘Love your enemies and pray
for those who persecute you.’ / Matthew 5:38-48 —do not take revenge, if anyone slaps you on the
right cheek, let him slap your left cheek...Matthew 22:39: ‘Love your neighbour' / Romans 12:17-21
Jesus taught peace, forgiveness and overcoming evil with goodness but he did overturn tables in
the temple because it had become ‘a den of thieves.” Matthew 10:34, etc.
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Islam

Surah 49.9: ‘If two parties of believers take up arms ... make peace between them.” Surah 3.134:
‘Paradise is for ... those who curb their anger and forgive their fellow men.’” Islam seeks peace within
the community / in the daily prayers peace is promoted: ‘peace be unto you.” / the Qur'an teaches
that revenge is wrong / Islam has the idea of the lesser jihad and those killed in jihad being
rewarded in paradise./Surah 4:74 / Fight for Allah -Surah 2 :190 / Surah 4:76 / will fight in a Just
War, etc.
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‘The death penalty should never be used.’

Evaluate this statement.

In your answer you:

should give reasoned arguments in support of this statement
should give reasoned arguments to support a different point of view
should refer to religious arguments

may refer to non-religious arguments

should reach a justified conclusion.
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Arguments in support

Killing is wrong, even if it involves Killing a serious offender. The death penalty not allowed in the
UK.

The most important aim of punishment is to reform. The death penalty may not allow time for
repentance. It is neither loving or compassionate.

Retribution is wrong as an aim of punishment. ‘An eye for an eye’ is about fair justice, not
retribution and killing.

It is against sanctity of life and is playing God. God will forgive a penitent offender however
serious the offence so they should remain alive.
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Does not recognise possible cause of the offence.

Opposed by some religious leaders eg. Gandhi.

Contradicts the law on murder and makes the executor a murderer.

Mistakes can be made and innocent people could be killed.

It is more expensive to use the death penalty as a punishment than life imprisonment eg. USA
etc.
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Arguments in support of other views

e |tacts as a deterrent and protects society.

e ltis retribution for serious offences and seen by some as more loving to Kill offenders so they
cannot offend against society any further.

e The idea of ‘an eye for an eye’ supports capital punishment

e Some religious leaders support it in extreme cases. It allows justice to be seen to be done.

e |tallows punishment to be down-graded as an act of mercy in Islam. It is allowed in some Holy
Book teachings eg. Old Testament and Qur'an.

e Some offenders cannot be reformed. It sets an example to the rest of society.

e For some countries it is cheaper than other options. Life imprisonment is an expensive
alternative, etc.
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Christianity

Death penalty opposed by most Christians / belief that only God has the right to take life / Jesus
taught that forgiveness is important and warned not to judge each other harshly / Ezekiel 33: 11/
Ten Commandment — ‘Do not kill' / punishments should help towards reforming an offender / some
do support the use of the death penalty making reference to Exodus 21 — ‘An eye for an eye ..life for
a life’ / might deter people from serious crime, etc.
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Islam

Shari’ah law allows for the death penalty for a series of offences including murder, rape, adultery,
homosexual activity, apostasy / expression of mercy is greatly valued and payment of compensation
(blood money) is often paid instead of carrying out the death penalty / if the family does not show
mercy the offender will be executed / the sentence is usually carried out in public to deter others
from committing offences / it is preferable to forgive and some Muslims are opposed to the death
penalty eg the Muslim Peace Fellowship, etc.
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‘For religious believers, sexual relationships should take place only within
marriage.’

Evaluate this statement.

In your answer you:

« should give reasoned arguments in support of this statement

« should give reasoned arguments to support a different point of view
¢ should refer to religious arguments

* may refer to non-religious arguments

* should reach a justified conclusion.
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Arguments in support

Most religions traditionally teach that all sex outside of marriage as wrong.

Sex is seen as an expression of what should be a deep, life-long commitment and loving union.
Sex is seen by many religious believers as a gift of God.

Sex is a complete self-giving of a husband and wife to each other.

Adultery is a betrayal of trust and breaks the marriage contract. Adultery causes pain between
couples.

e Married couples may provide a more stable environment for raising children.
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Arguments in support of other views

If the couple are in a long-term relationship, why should they not be able to show their love for
each other?

Couple may be homosexual and not able to have a religious marriage ceremony

Expense of wedding may mean couple cannot afford to marry

There is a difference between a committed faithful relationship and casual sex

Given free will so able to make own decisions

Many couples are not married and provide a stable environment for raising children

Couple may not see need for a ‘bit of paper’, etc.
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Christianity

Christianity teaches that ‘the body is a Temple of the Holy Spirit’ (1 Corinthians 6) so is worthy of
respect. ‘For this reason a man will leave his mother and father and be united to his wife, and they
will become one flesh’ (Genesis 2:24). ‘Flee from immorality’ (1 Corinthians 6), etc.




