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AQA Religious Studies 

Religion and Life Issues
Religion and Morality



Animal
 

Rights

Genetic modification/Cloning and
Animal experiments

Factory farming, 
Free range farming

Animals and their uses, sport, 

hunting and wild animals
Vegetaria

n and Vegans

Fur and ivory trade
Anim

al R
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 and w

hat 

th
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w sa
ys



Planet
Earth

Caring/Looking 
after the world,

Religious believers and the 
environment

Pollution: Acid rain, oil 
spills, toxic chemicals and 

pesticides

Natural habitats and 

natural resources
Effe

cts 
of m

odern lif
esty

les: 

recyclin
g, carbon emiss

ions, w
aste

Origins of the Earth/

awe and wonder Eart
h Sum

m
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Early
 

Life

Stages of development
Pressure groups

Quality of Life/

Sanctity of Life
Alte

rnativ
es t

o aborti
on: 

Adoptio
n/Foste

rin
g/Keep th

e baby

Abortion and the Law
Pro

-L
ife

 and P
ro

-C
hoice



War and 
Peace

Keeping the peace: 
United Nations/NATO

Peace, Pacifism and Religious 
believers who have worked for peace

Victims of war: The effects 

on war on the victims 

Charities who help: 

Red Cross/Red CrescentWeapons o
f m

ass 
destr

uctio
n: 

Nuclear, C
hemical and 

Biological w
eapons

Details of past wars,

Causes and effects of war
‘Ju

st
 W

ar’ 
and ‘H

oly W
ar’



Matters
 

of life

Human experimentation
Human-animal hybrid embryos

Cloning and Cloning and the Law

Fertility treatment: 

IVF and surrogacy

Artificial Insemination: AIH/AID

Religious views on AIHuman genetic
 engineerin

g 

and embryology

Absolute m
orality and 

Relative m
orality/

Sanctity and Value of Life Tra
nsp

lant s
urg

ery
 and 

Blood T
ra

nsfu
sio

ns



Death and
 

Elderly

Death - What is it? 
And is it the end? 

Generation gap and
Problems faced by the elderly

Who should care for the elderly?
Living at home/with family/

community options

Euthanasia: 

Voluntary/Involuntary/

Non-VoluntaryEuthanasia
: W

hat is
 it?

 

Activ
e and Passi

ve

Help for the dying 

and bereaved/

The Hospice M
ovem

ent

Relig
io

us b
elie

fs:

Heaven and H
ell (

Chris
tia

ns)

Rein
ca

rn
atio

n and re
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(B
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Types of crime: Crime against
Person/Property/State/
Religious offences

Aims of punishment:
Protection/Retribution/

Deterrence/Reformation/
Vindication/Reparation

Capital Punishment
Pris

on re
form

Early
 re

lease

Young offenders and

Form
s of punishm

ent:

Prison/Com
m

unity service/

Tagging/Fine/Probation

Consc
ience

 and C
ause
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of c
rim

e:

Socia
l/E

nviro
nm

enta
l/

Psy
ch
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al r
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ns

Crime and
 

Punishment



Rich and
 

Poor

Why are some people rich?
How do they become rich?

Why are some people poor? Poverty
How do they become poor? 

Unemployment/Low wages/Debt/
Wasteful spending

What does being poor mean?

Who suffers the most and why?How can we overcome poverty
?

And who cares? C
harit

ies/

Religious o
rganisa

tio
ns/

Familie
s/Local authorit

ies

Religious attitudes to the 

rich and poor

And the responsible use of m
oney

Natio
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: L
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M
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